
1 Corinthians 1:18-31 – EXPERIENCING THE POWER OF GOD – Guide for Further Study 

Some Key Points 

Paul addresses a Corinthian church that was experiencing quarrelling and division (see 1 Cor. 1:11; 4:6, 
8, 18; 5:2).  It appears some were more willing to advance themselves than the gospel (1 Cor. 11:22).   

The text in 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 describes the power of God, specifically the power and preaching of 
the cross, over the eloquent wisdom of humanity (1 Cor. 1:17).  To many of the religious Jews and pagan 
Greeks the word of the cross appeared to be folly.  The Jewish people understood that anyone who died 
on tree to be cursed (Deut. 21:22-23).  The Greeks loved philosophy, rhetoric, and the arts.  To the 
Greek to believe in a powerful cross would have been like an oxymoron, something laughable.   

The danger is that today we also may miss the power of the cross.  How can we miss the power of the 
cross?  First, we falsely believe we can outsmart God (1 Cor. 1:19-20).  In 1 Cor. 1:19 Paul quotes from 
Isaiah 29:13, 14.  The context of the Isaiah passage is that the followers of God were saying and doing all 
the right things but their hearts were far from God.  Pious appearances do not fool God.  Second, we 
falsely believe the cross doesn’t have power (1 Cor. 1:22-23).  Paul explains that the greatest wisdom 
and ultimate power are found in Christ (1 Cor. 1:24). 

Where do we go to experience the power of the cross?  The good news is that we don’t need any 
qualifications.  God says to the weak, ‘come experience my strength in Christ.’  God says to those who 
feel stretched thin, ‘come enjoy my wisdom in my son Jesus.’  The place to experience the power of God 
is down low (1 Cor. 1:28) and in that way the only boasting that we can do is in the Lord (1 Cor. 1:31).   

For discussion:  

1. What did you find important in this passage? 
2. Where are you in danger of missing the power of the cross in your life?  
3. Discuss the following statement by J. Gresham Machen, “But where shall true Christian 

experience be found if not in the blessed peace which comes from Calvary?”   
4. “God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing 

things that are, so that no human being might boast in the presence of God” (v. 27, 28).  What 
are the implications of this verse for you?  What might this mean for how we follow Jesus 
together as Bethany Chapel?  

Moving Forward:  

Pray that God would give you grace to turn away from pride. Ask God for more grace in your life and in 
the life of Bethany Chapel.  Pray that Christ alone would receive all the glory and praise. 


