
Philippians 1:27-30 Guide for Further Study 
The Power of a Gospel-Centered Life 

 

Some Key Points 

Paul’s letter to the church in Philippi is filled with his deep love for them.  You can feel his affection for 
this church that he planted and his desire for them to “continue to work out their salvation with fear 
and trembling” (Philippians 2:12).   

In the passage today, we have Paul’s first “command” or imperative for these dearly beloved people.  
It’s a command to live in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ (1:27).  This imperative, which I believe 
is for us today as well, forces the readers to examine their lives and see if how they live day-to-day 
reflects the reality of their belief in what Jesus accomplished on the cross.   

When we re-align ourselves to the gospel and allow it to be the driving force in how we live, then the 
outcome will unity in the body of Christ.  The unity that Paul talks about here has two aspects to it: 
“standing firm in one spirit” – which is about who is walking with you spiritually - and “striving together 
with one mind for the faith” – which is about all of us, on mission together, to bring the gospel to 
Calgary and the world, despite all opposition. 

For Discussion: 

1. What do you find meaningful or surprising in this teaching?  Is there anything troubling or 
disturbing? 

2. When did you first hear the gospel?  How did you react?   
3. What impact, practically, does the gospel make in your life daily?  Try to share examples with 

each other.  
4. If a completely self-centered life was a “1” and a completely gospel-centered life was a “10”, 

where on a scale would you rate yourself?  What will it take to move up 1 or 2 degrees? 
5. What impact has disunity had in your church experience?  What do we need to be unified?  

What will you do to participate in growing unity in the church? 

Moving Forward: 

Consider writing out some spiritual goals – ways that you want your life to be more gospel-focused – 
find a prayer partner who will walk with you to achieve these goals and then praise God for the fruit you 
will see!  

 


