
SUPERNATURAL BEAUTY – The Fruit of the Spirit - Guide to Further Study 

“…the fruit of the Spirit is love, JOY, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
23 gentleness, self-control…” 

Some Key Points: 

French philosopher, paleontologist, geologist and Jesuit priest, Pierre Teilhard de 
Chardin, once said “Joy is the infallible sign of the presence of God”.  We experience joy in a 
number of ways as we perceive the blessings of God in our lives, but the greatest experience of 
joy is found when we are living in right relationship with God and the presence of God is 
revealed to us. 

Back at the end of the book of 2 Chronicles, we see a series of kings that did evil in the 
sight of God, which led to the nation of Judah’s capture and exile from their land for 70 years.  
After that, God moved in the heart of King Cyrus of Persia and he decreed that anyone who 
wants to go back could and they could rebuild the temple in Jerusalem.  After many challenges, 
documented in the first 6 chapters of Ezra, the temple is finally finished and the people 
celebrate with Joy.   

For the people of Jerusalem, joy came when they purified themselves from sin, saw God 
work in their lives and celebrated what God did in the past.  Knowing that God has always been 
with them and is still with them caused them to express their joy in worship, both at the 
dedication of the temple with generous offerings and at during the Passover and Feast of 
Unleavened Bread celebrations.   

We are a people who live in a constant state of good news.  The good news that our God 
has worked in history to save his people from sin and death by dying on our behalf on the cross 
is the greatest news of all time and is enough for us to worship with passionate joy for the rest 
of our lives.  But our God is so good, that He continues to work in our lives, in our church and in 
our city!! And so our joy is multiplied over and over again, as we walk according to the Spirit, 
keep our eyes upon Jesus and rejoice how He is working all around us.   

For Discussion and Prayer 

1. What are some things that bring you joy?   
2. What keeps you from experiencing the “joy of the Lord” more in your life?   
3. As the Holy Spirit produces joy in our lives (Eph. 5:22) we respond with worship. Take 

some time to worship God for what he has done and what he is doing in your life and in 
the life of Bethany Chapel.  

 


