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SUPERNATURAL BEAUTY – The Fruit of the Spirit - Guide to Further Study 

…the fruit of the Spirit is LOVE, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-
control – Galatians 5:22-23 

Read Ephesians 2:11-22  

Some Key Points:  

The fruit of the Spirit are a picture of life within the Christian.  The fruit of the Spirit grow when we live 
dependently on Jesus for our life.  Peace part of the fruit that is displayed as we live our lives resting on 
the power of Jesus.  In a world that is spiraling into a cycle of polarization the display of peace is 
counter-culture.  In Ephesians 2:11-22 we receive a picture of the church living as a counter-culture 
community of peace within a culture.  

Ephesians 2:11-12 explain the deep animosity between the Jewish people and the Gentile people.  They 
were deeply focused on the externals as we see the Jewish people name-calling the Gentiles, “the 
uncircumcision.”  In verse 12, Paul asks the Ephesians to remember their desperate condition separated 
from Christ.   

Ephesians 2:13-15 explain what we need to exist as a counter-culture of peace.  The source of peace is 
the person of Christ himself!  His blood has the power to bring the far off near (also look at Isaiah 57:19 
for further reference).  Christ does two things: he destroys the walls of hostility that separated Jews 
from Gentiles, and second He creates one new humanity.  This is the church!  

Ephesians 2:16-18 speak to the reconciliation that Christ brings, gathering the church together as one 
body.  Paul then moves into how the peace of Christ is preached to near and far, everyone is invited to 
experience the peace of Christ.   

In Ephesians 2:19-22 take note how Paul doubles back to his theme that was seen earlier in verse 12, 
except now instead of being “strangers to the covenants of promise” (v. 12) they are “no longer 
strangers and aliens” (v. 19). 

For Discussion:  

1. What encouraged you about this text?   
2. Take time to talk about D.A. Carson’s quote, “The church is…made up of natural enemies. What 

binds us together is not common education, common race, common income levels, common 
politics, common nationality, common accents, common jobs, or anything else of that sor. 
Christians come together…because they have all been saved by Jesus Christ…They are a band of 
natural enemies who love one another for Jesus’ sake.’  

3. Paul gives a remarkable image of the church in verse 15, “His purpose was to create in himself 
one new man out of two.”  What is critical about this image of the church?  

4. As the church is bonded together as one body through Christ our peace, how can we now 
display the beauty of His peace to the world?   


