
Luke 10:25-37 Guide for Further Study 
Love at Ground Level 

 
Some Key Points 
 
The two great “love” commandments of Jesus are found in three places: Mark 12:28-34, 
Matthew 22:34-40 and our passage for this week, Luke 10:25-37. 
 
In Mark’s account, Jesus follows the commands by warning against corrupt religious leaders 
(Mark 12:3-40), and predicts the destruction of the Jerusalem temple (Mark 13:1-2). In 
Matthew’s account, Jesus follows with a blistering indictment of the religious leadership of his 
day (Matthew 23). The commands of love – which are eternal – must always take precedence 
over fallible spiritual leaders or dying religious institutions.  
 
In Luke’s version of the love commands, Jesus provides a positive example that stands in 
contrast to an overly scrupulous religious life.  
The victim is referred to as a “man” (v 30). We don’t know his age, skin colour, social status, or 
religion. Those do not matter– any human in legitimate need is a person God wants us to love.  
 
The priest and Levite (temple workers) ignore the victim. They would appeal to scripture 
(Numbers 19:11) to justify their lack of love. Both would have argued: We need to stay pure!   
 
The Samaritan stops, puts himself at risk of being ambushed, takes time, and spends money to 
help. Jews considered Samaritans to be impure heretics, so Jesus’ choice of hero is startling.  
 
Note the beginning and end of the passage. The teacher of the law wanted to debate the 
question “who is my neighbor?” (v 29) Jesus turned the question practically, pointing it back at 
the teacher: “Who was the loving neighbour?... Go and do likewise.” (vv 36-37)  
 
For discussion: 
 

1. What do you find meaningful or surprising in this teaching? Is there anything troubling 
or disturbing? 

2. Think of someone who has been a “Samaritan” toward you. How did they assist you?  
3. What is a common barrier that you (or the church) has to overcome in order to help 

strangers in need? (e.g. fear, disgust, inconvenience, suspicion, impurity). How might 
that barrier be removed for you or our church? 

 
Moving forward:  
 
Either individually or in your small group, identify a person or people that God is putting in your 
life that needs legitimate help.  Pray for them every day this week. Brainstorm how you might 
reach out with mercy and practical love. 


