
Sermon Study Notes – May 27, 2018 – John Prociuk 

Philippians 3:2-11 – BAD RELIGION, GOOD GOD - Guide for Further Study 
 

Some Key Points 
 
The Christians in Philippi faced a spiritual problem. Some fellow-Christians with Jewish background 
(called Judaizers) were convinced that circumcision was necessary for people to be in a right relationship 
with God. Paul’s argument against them is summarized in v9: being in right relationship (righteousness) 
with God is a gift received through faith in Christ. Any law-keeping – what Paul calls “righteousness of 
my own that comes from the law” is useless as a basis for right relationship with God.   
 
The Judaizers were comparable to what we today call “legalists”. They considered themselves the only 
true Christians because they obeyed certain laws of God. They especially looked down on non-Jews, 
calling them “dogs”. Paul was furious with their arrogance and turned the tables on them, referring to 
them as “dogs”, “evildoers”, and “flesh-mutilators” (v2). He reassured the Philippian believers that right 
relationship with God came through faith and trust in Christ alone, not any law-keeping (v3). 
 
In verses 4-7 Paul reinforces his argument by referring to his impeccable credentials as a law-keeper 
prior to his conversion to Christ. He had “confidence in the flesh”, evidenced by his ethnic background, 
elite education, obedience to the law, and career ambition. Yet he changed his thinking. All these 
“gains” became “loss” compared to faith in Christ. His achievements as law-keeper became “dung” (v8).  
 
Even though our righteousness (right relationship) with God is by faith in Christ alone, that is not an 
excuse for spiritual laziness. In verses 10-11 Paul describes his intentions as a Christian – he wants to 
mature by knowing Christ more fully, becoming more like Christ. This call to maturity continues into 
Chapter 4.  Yet it is crucial that Christians are sure of the starting point – to be righteous (in right 
relationship with God) comes only through faith in Christ; salvation is a gift of grace.  
 
For discussion: 
 

1. What do you find inspiring or meaningful in the passage? 
2. The church throughout its 2000 year history has always been plagued with different kinds of 

legalists – people who try to convince us that faith alone is not enough to become or remain a 
Christian. They insist that certain laws (usually biblical) must be kept in order to become or 
remain a Christian. Have you ever been influenced by such Christians? If so, what have they 
pressured you to do? 

3. What is so dangerous about legalists and legalism?  
4. Why does Paul begin to talk about his desire for Christ-like maturity (in vv10-11) immediately 

after clarifying how he became a Christian?  
 
Moving forward:  
 
If you, or anyone in your group, has been damaged by legalistic Christianity, take some time to talk 
about it and to pray for each another. Pray for any legalists that you know, that God’s Spirit would 
correct their thinking. Also pray that you would not consider the free gift of salvation as an excuse for 
not growing or maturing in your faith. 


