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Bethany Chapel Missions Conference 

October 20 - 22, 2017

Changing  
LandsCapes 

Historical. Geographical. Political. Social.  
Technological. Generational. Foundational. 

“The counsel of the Lord stands forever, the plans of His 
heart from generation to generation.” - Ps. 33:11 

Guests: Bob & Yo Artz, Wycliffe Thai Foundation

 
Saturday, October 21  

9:30 AM - 2:30 PM

Changing LandsCapes 
Missions Workshop and “Taste of Thailand” Lunch 
Bring your toughest questions on the changing world of  

missions for interaction with our panels of experts. Choose 
 from a variety of topics throughout the day including our chang-

ing world, supporting our missionaries, and more about  
our Kingdom Friendships initiative in Thailand.

Tickets $10 and available in the foyer 
 after the service today.

Sunday, October 22   
10:45 AM - 2:00 PM

You’re invited to our Worship Celebration Service  
with special guest speaker: Bob Artz, Wycliffe Thai Foundation.

Cultural Potluck following the morning service.  
Bring a unique ethnic dish that is traditional to your heritage,  

or from a country you’ve visited. 

Hot dishes can be left in the kitchen prior to the service  
to be kept warm. If possible, label your dish with the name  

and country it’s from.

Friday, October 20  
6:00 PM Dinner Provided 

6:30 PM Passport to Missions Event 

Get your passport stamped as you travel  
through missions experiences. 

Free event, everyone welcome!

Sign up at the Missions Table in the foyer  
today to reserve your ticket.



Missions Workshop sCheduLe 
Saturday October 21

• 9:30 AM  Welcome 

• 10:00 AM  Presentation 
 – Changing Landscapes for Missions, John Paetkau 

• 10:30 AM  Break 

• 10:45 AM  Topical Sessions
 – Family and Missions, Lyle Simpson
 – Wycliffe Thailand and SE Asia, Derryl Friesen
 – Is the Reformation Still Influencing?  
500th Anniversary, Ferne Watson & Steve Simpson 

• 11:30 AM  Lunch – Taste of Thailand 

• 12:30 PM  Topical Session
 – Kingdom Friendships Vision, Bethany and Thailand, 
Kirstyn Mackie

 – Supporting our Missionaries, Arlene Cummins
 – Multi-National and Generational Shifts/Influences, 
Heather Webber & Christine Woods 

• 1:30 PM  Testimonies 

• 2:30 PM  Conclusions

session desCriptions

Changing Landscapes for Missions 
John Paetkau

There is no doubt that our society and the entire world has been 
undergoing a rapid and radical shift. Globalization and social media have 
made the world more local, as if everyone is potentially your neighbour. 
However, this dynamic has created tensions with widespread impacts, 
from nationalistic and idealistic violence to changing historical records 
and post-truth viewpoints.

How does the church move and do missions in the midst of these 
changes? Do these changes have any impact on missions and the church?

John Paetkau is a missionary with Send International, and has minis-
tered to the Ukraine for 15 years, including the recent uprisings in the 
Ukraine. He has a heart for missions and has experienced the challenges 
of missions in a changing world.

Morning Sessions 

Family and Missions  
Lyle Simpson
Missions, particularly discipleship, has to start where God has placed 
you. What more known mission field than with your own children? This 
session will explore God’s heart for families and children, along with a 
discussion of how to serve others and glorify God’s name as families.

Lyle Simpson is with the Bethany mission committee. Karen Simpson 
will be part of the session panel; Karen has a PhD in Child Psychology. 

Wycliffe Thailand and SE Asia 
Derryl Friesen
Bethany Chapel has now partnered with an incredible opportunity to 
help Wycliffe Thailand reach some of the most poor and oppressed peo-
ple in the SE Asian area. Wycliffe Thailand is engaged with bible transla-
tion, literacy work and community work in Thailand, Laos and Myanmar. 
How does Wycliffe Thailand move within the complicated and changing 
environment of religion, politics and tensions of SE Asia? What opportu-
nities might Bethany Chapel be involved with, in an area of hundreds of 
millions of people?

Derryl Friesen is with Wycliffe Canada and is actively involved with Wy-
cliffe Thailand and Bethany Chapel; joining Derryl will be his wife Karen, 
Kirstyn Mackie with the Bethany missions committee and Bob and Yo 
Artz, regional directors with Wycliffe Thailand. This will be a time of 
engaging stories and open dialogue on the challenges and opportunities. 

Is the Reformation Still Influencing?  
500th Anniversary  
Steve Simpson & Ferne Watson
Martin Luther’s courage five centuries ago has helped bring benefits 
beyond what he, or probably anyone of his time could have imagined. 
The Holy Bible has influenced arguably every good aspect of western 
civilization, from science and technology, to literature and music. Martin 
Luther’s courage to stand up to the religious order of his day and bring 
the bible to the people, despite threats of death, has been life changing 
for multitudes. This session will celebrate the influence of the refor-
mation but take a sobering look at the waning impact on the western 
societies of today.

Ferne Watson is with the Bethany missions committee; Steve Simpson 
has been a missionary in Papua New Guinea, Pakistan and India, and is 
an Elder at Bethany Chapel.

Afternoon Sessions

Kingdom Friendships Vision 
Bethany and Thailand 
Kirstyn Mackie
How does Bethany build a friendship, half a world away? What does this 
sort of friendship mean? This session will look more in depth at the idea 
of kingdom friendships and the hope of what may be the outcomes.

Kirstyn Mackie is the chair of the Bethany missions committee; 
Roy Eyre, Derryl/Karen Friesen with Wycliffe Canada will be 
joining this panel.

Supporting our Missionaries 
Arlene Cummins
Churches are blessed by those from their midst who are willing to 
dedicate their time to serving God and others. How does our church 
bless and support missionaries? How does our church encourage and 
motivate new missionaries? How does our church continue to care for 
missionaries when they come home?

Arlene Cummins is with the Bethany missions committee and has been 
a Bethany missionary in Africa; joining her will be Steve Simpson, a 
Bethany missionary who has served in Asia, Danny Kroeker, a Bethany 
missionary who has served in South America and Sharon Tully, a Bethany 
missionary who is serving in Canada.

Multi-National and Generational  
Shifts/Influences  
Heather Webber & Christine Woods
Canada has been a prime destination for those leaving behind their 
homes in search of a better life. How is this impacting our home city of 
Calgary? How does Calgary care for these people? How does Bethany 
Chapel care for these people? Along with globalization, a generational 
shift is well under way. What are the influences that impact and draw 
younger generations? What does this generational shift mean for 
churches that are looking to engage society with who Jesus Christ is? 
This session will explore these topics.

Heather Webber is a Bethany missionary working with SIM in Cal-
gary; Christine Woods is a Bethany missionary working with Young 
Life in Calgary.


