
Seeing Beyond Circumstances – Philippians 1:12-26 

Some Key Points: 

Philippians follows the pattern of a classic Greco-Roman “Friendship Letter.”  For our modern day purposes we can 
understand this letter as a “Missionary Letter” that we would receive from supported worker. This specific section 
of the text in a normal “Friendship Letter” was designed to reassure friends of the writer’s situation.  Paul indicates 
this in verse 12, “I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me…”  But, Paul provides us with a 
surprising reversal in this section by using his situation as a way to encourage the Philippians to see beyond their 
own challenging circumstances.   

The text breaks into two major sections.  Section one contains Philippians 1:12-18a and Section two begins at 
Philippians 1:18b-26.  The text breaks in the middle of verse 18 where Paul says “and in that I rejoice. [break] Yes, 
and I will rejoice.”   

In section one Paul shows us how he is seeing beyond his circumstances.  In verse 12, he explains that what has 
happened has only served to advance the gospel.  God is sovereignly over-ruling evil and even bringing the good 
news into the midst of it (verse 13-17).  The word “advance” (v. 12) contains the idea of “pioneers cutting a path 
before an army so furthering their march.”  God is not wasting the suffering of Paul.  Paul indicates that the way to 
see beyond our circumstances is to make Christ the foundation of our life.  Note the amount of times Paul uses the 
words; Christ, Lord, and gospel throughout the text!   

In section two (1:18b-26) Paul is thinking to the future and the possibility of death.  Take notice of how he swings 
from thinking about life and death (verses 20-25).  Paul’s confidence in such uncertainty is built on his unshakeable 
joy in Christ!  “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain” (v. 21).  Paul’s foundation is built on Christ and in Christ 
he finds undefeatable joy.  Therefore he says, “Yes, and I will rejoice” (v. 18).   

When Christ is our foundation and joy our passion will be for the joy of others (1:25-26).  Paul is concerned about 
the progress and joy of the Philippian church.   

Questions:  

1. What did you find important about this passage?  
2. How do you see suffering advancing the gospel in this text?  Does this section of Scripture change your 

view on suffering in anyway?  
3. Discuss verse 21, “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.”  How could this verse radically change 

your life today?  
4. Discuss this quote by John Piper from Don’t Waste Your Life, in light of the Philippians text. “God created 

me – and you – to live with a single, all-embracing, all-transforming passion – namely, a passion to glorify 
God by enjoying and displaying his supreme excellence in all the spheres of life.  Enjoying and displaying 
are both crucial. If we try to display the excellence of God without joy in it, we will display a shell of 
hypocrisy and create scorn or legalism.  But if we claim to enjoy his excellence and do not display it for 
others to see and admire, we deceive ourselves, because the mark of God-enthralled joy is to overflow 
and expand by extending itself into the hearts of others.  The wasted life is the life without a passion for 
the supremacy of God in all things for the joy of all peoples.”   

Pray – Pray that the Lord would consume you and Bethany Chapel with a single passion for Christ and His glory.   



 


