
FINDING YOUR FULLEST LIFE – The Gospel of John 
John 6:16-21 – Guide to Further Study 

Some Key Points 

The story of Jesus’ walking on water in John is sandwiched in between two very 
connected stories.  The feeding of the 5000 and Jesus’ discourse about being the 
“Bread of Life” are on either side of this story, which makes us wonder, why did John 
put it here?  I think it was to remind us of that Jesus, the source of the miracles and the 
one who claims to be the “Bread of Life” is god himself, which is in line with John’s 
entire purpose of his gospel in 20:31: to prove to us that Jesus is the Messiah, the son 
of God.  And so this particular miracle proves that Jesus is the son of God by showing 
us 2 things: 

1) Jesus Rules over Nature – Where you and I are subjects to gravity and the 
normal rules about the structure of water, because Jesus is the Son of God, 
he can walk on top of the water.  

2) Jesus Rules over Time and Space – I think it’s pretty fantastic how John says 
when Jesus got into the boat they were immediately on the other side.  Jesus, 
in essence, teleports the boat and all the disciples in it from the middle of the 
Sea of Galilee to Capernaum.  What a powerful God we worship!! 

This miracle should make us do two things:   

1) Look at Jesus – behold and worship our God who is so mighty!  Fixing our eyes 
upon Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith (Hebrews 12:1-2) gives us 
perspective as the old hymn “Turn your eyes upon Jesus” reminds us and leads 
us to worship. 

2) Trade your fear for faith – The disciples were afraid, but when Jesus announces 
himself, he says, “It is I”, which literally would say, “I am.”  God is with you in the 
middle of your storm and you don’t need to fear because the waves look 
massive, but trust in the God who comes to you when it feels like you are 
drowning and he will see you safely to the other side. 

For Discussion and Prayer 

1) Read the parallel accounts of this in Matthew 14:22-42 and in Mark 6:45-52.  
What differences do you see?  How do the differences help us see better how 
Jesus is the Son of God? 

2) When it comes to life, what areas are more governed by fear than by faith?  What 
would living by faith in that area look like for you? 

3) Have you ever seen God show up when it feels like you are in the “storm”?  What 
happened?     


