
March 10, 2019 – Finding your Fullest Life – Jon Chalmers 
 

FINDING YOUR FULLEST LIFE - The Gospel of John 

John 7:1-44 - Guide to Further Study 

Some Key Points 

John 7:1-44 is a lengthy section of Scripture that describes the events surrounding and during the Feast 
of Booths.  The feast proper lasted seven days; while the eighth day contained the closing festival.  
During the feast the High Priest would go the pool of Siloam and fill a gold flagon with water.  Following 
the collection of the water the High Priest would lead a procession back to the temple.  Pilgrims to 
Jerusalem watched as trumpets sounded, and the temple choir sang from Psalm 113-118.  When the 
choir reached Psalm 118 every male pilgrim took a lulab (willow and myrtle twigs tied with palm) in his 
right hand and cried, “Give thanks to the LORD!”  The water along with wine was offered by the Priest to 
the Lord at the Temple.  The Jewish people saw this as a celebration of the LORD’s provision for them in 
the desert with water along with it foreshadowing the coming Messianic age when the Spirit of God 
would be poured out over the whole earth.   

It is in this context that Jesus cries out in John 7:37-38, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. 
38 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.” The 
timing and imagery of Jesus calling this out on the great day of the Feast is startling.  He is telling the 
people, ‘I am the one who you have been waiting for.  I am the one who can provide the water you long 
for.”  

Look at how loving Jesus is in His invitation.  He cries out, “If anyone…”  Everyone is invited to taste and 
drink of the life that Jesus offers.  Also, note that he only says, “If anyone thirsts…”  Not, ‘If anyone 
thirsts for God…”  He is ready to meet our deepest longings and ultimately Jesus will show us those 
longings are for Himself.   

Look at how life-giving Jesus is.  Whoever believes in Jesus will have rivers of living water flowing out of 
them!  God loves to bring new life to His people.  It’s the story of the Bible!  Right from Genesis – 
Revelation we can see God at work renewing His people.   For your consideration look at Genesis 2:10-
14, Exodus 17; Numbers 20; Psalm 63:1; Isaiah 12:3, Isaiah 58:11; Revelation 7:17.   

For Discussion and Prayer 

1. John Calvin wrote, ““Christ testifies that he is not a dry and worn-out cistern, but an 
inexhaustible fountain, which largely and abundantly supplies all who come to drink.”  How do 
we miss seeing Christ as the inexhaustible fountain?  Read Jeremiah 2:11-13.   

2. Discuss the Jesus’ brothers’ response to the identity of Jesus? (John 7:1-9)      
3. Discuss the people of Jerusalem’s response to Jesus? (John 7:11-44) 
4. Reflect on your own life and ask “What are you doing with Jesus?”   

Prayer: Take time to confess and reflect on areas in your life that you are not seeking Christ.  Praise 
Jesus that He is God and that He offers life that wells up to eternity!   


