
FINDING YOUR FULLEST LIFE - The Gospel of John   
John 8:2-11 - Guide to Further Study 

 
Some Key Points 
 
The story of Jesus freeing the woman caught in adultery is gripping, complex, and relevant.  
 
The drama is clear: the religious leaders want to trap Jesus and level a charge against Him (v 6). 
They do so by bringing before Him (in broad daylight) a woman caught in adultery, and ask 
Jesus what He thinks should be done to punish her. They reference the law of Moses (v 5), 
which would mean Leviticus 20:10ff and Deuteronomy 22:22ff, where adultery was punishable 
by stoning. By asking Jesus for His opinion, the leaders put Him in a no-win situation. If Jesus 
agreed with Moses’ law, He would violate the Roman law which forbade the death penalty for 
adultery; if He forbade stoning, He would violate scripture.  Jesus’ response in v 7 - let the one 
without sin throw the first stone - exposed the religious leaders’ sinfulness. Biblical law required 
punishing both the man and woman caught in adultery.  The religious leaders are silenced and 
humiliated - they depart one by one, with elders first (v 9).  
 
Jesus’ reason for writing in the sand with His finger (vs 6, 8) remains a matter of speculation. 
However, the phrase “finger of God” links to God’s work in freeing people – from bondage to 
Egypt (Exodus 8:16–20), the writing of laws for a freed people (Exodus 31:18, Deuteronomy 
9:10) and deliverance from evil spirits (Luke 11:20). In His words and actions, Jesus frees the 
woman from two “prisons” - by not condemning her, Jesus freed her from the clutches of a 
destructive, self-serving religious leadership; by instructing her to go and sin no more, He freed 
her from an unhealthy sexual life. By inviting her to speak and have the last word on her 
accusers (v 11) he dignifies her without excusing her. Jesus offered her life! 
 
Jesus’ wise and courageous approach to destructive religious opinion and sexual brokenness 
remains a great example and motivation for Christians today. It is also of critical importance for 
the church today to provide a healthy and intelligent Christ-like witness to our hurting world.  
 
For Discussion and Prayer 
 
1. What strikes you as exciting or helpful in this teaching? What is troubling or challenging? 
 
2. What has been your experience of the church’s attitude to sexuality?  In what ways has the 

church been like the scribes and Pharisees, and it what ways like Jesus? In your experience, 
has the church been more focused on healthy or unhealthy sexuality? What are some ways 
the church can improve its witness in the area of sexual health? 

 
3. Jesus wants to free people, not condemn. Jesus protected the woman from religious leaders 

with a destructive attitude. What were the root causes of this attitude? Why do some 
churches today still remain destructive or hurtful? What are some solutions? 


