
FINDING YOUR FULLEST LIFE – The Gospel of John 

John 11:1-44 – Guide to Further Study 

Some Key Points 

“I am the resurrection and the life.”  With these words, Jesus changed everything.  The 

resurrection was taught in ancient Israel, but it wasn’t taught extensively and definitely 

wasn’t a major doctrine.  The Jewish teachers were more concerned about how to 

obey God here and now.  With this teaching, Jesus thrusts the resurrection to the 

forefront of theology and gives his followers such a deep hope that it will empower 

them to endure centuries of persecution by those threatened by Jesus.   

 

John’s purpose with this gospel is to prove that Jesus is the Messiah and the Son of 

God so that by believing in Him, we would have eternal life.  In this passage, Jesus 

makes it clear that the resurrection is tied to who he is and so John reveals three things 

about who Jesus is that point to his identity as the Messiah and son of God: 

 

1) Jesus has a plan (even if the plan doesn’t make sense to others) 

- Job 42:3, Psalm 33:11, Proverbs 16:9, Proverbs 19:21, Isaiah 48:17, 

Jeremiah 29:11 

2) Jesus is gracious and compassionate 

- Genesis 21:1, Genesis 33:11, Exodus 34:6, Psalm 86:15, Isaiah 30:18, 

Romans 8:32 

3) Jesus has power over death    

- Romans 6:5, 1 Corinthians 15:12-19; 55-57; Philippians 3:10-11; 1 Peter 

1:3; Revelation 20:6 

For Discussion and Prayer 

1. How many times does the word “believe” appear in these 44 verses?  What does 

that tell us about God’s will?  

 

2. Was there an experience you have had where God’s plan didn’t make sense until 

later?  What is the implication of that for today?   

 

3. What in this passage resonates with you and why?  
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