
Sermon Study Notes – April 7, 2019 – Jonathan Chalmers 
 

FINDING YOUR FULLEST LIFE - The Gospel of John 

John 11:45-57 - Guide to Further Study 

Some Key Points 

John 11:45-57 follows the narrative of Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead.  In this follow-up narrative in 

John there is a division amongst the people as some believed in Jesus (verse 45) and others went and 

told the Pharisees what had happened (verse 46).  There is a malicious element involved for those that 

went to tell the Pharisees.   

John 11:48 says, “If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and the Romans will come 

and take away both our place and our nation.”  The positioning of the word our in the Greek indicates 

that the primary concern of the leaders was not their place or their nation but their position and status.  

Also, it is also noteworthy to mention that the word place, most likely refers to the Temple in Jerusalem.   

Caiaphas was the High Priest at the time and he speaks in this section of Scripture.  History tells us that 

Caiaphas was the High Priest from AD 18-36.  His words are loaded with irony.  Caiaphas tells the council 

it is better if one man die than the whole nation perishes. And added to that, he is also noted as saying 

that Jesus dying for the nation would gather into one the children of God.  For Caiaphas the ‘end 

justified the means.’  But Caiaphas is also noted as not speaking of his own accord (verse 49).  When 

Caiaphas spoke, God was also speaking a much higher meaning!  Jesus would die to draw people to 

himself (John 12:32).  Jesus’ death would also gather together all children of God into the church.   

What can we learn about trusting and believing in Jesus from this narrative?   

 We can trust Jesus because He is the good shepherd who is willing to lay down His life for us 

(John 10:32).  

 

 We can trust and believe in Jesus because He died to gather a globally diverse community in 

the church. Jesus shows love for all people.  

 

Discussion: 

1. What impacted you in this text? 

2. How does this passage challenge you to trust Jesus with your life more? 

3. Why do you think God had Caiaphas say these words in verses 49-52?  

Prayer:  

 Pray the Lord grants you a new awareness of His love for you. 

 Pray for grace to trust Jesus more with whatever you are facing in your life. 

 


