
Sermon Study Notes – May 12, 2019 – Jonathan Chalmers 
 

Living with Fearless Courage – Isaiah 41:10 – Guide to Further Study 

Some Key Points:  

The book of Isaiah can be broken up into three major sections.  The first section is chapters 1-39, which 

deal with the eighth century B.C. and the Assyrian threat.  The second section is chapters 40-55, which 

are prophecies that look ahead to the sixth century B.C. and the Babylonian exile.  The final section is 

chapters 56-66, which are prophecies that are about all times extending out till the end.  Isaiah 41:10 is 

situated as a comforting promise to the exiles in Babylon.  Isaiah offers the people of God more than just 

good advice for a difficult time; the book provides good news for the undeserving!   

Isaiah 41:10 begins with a command, “fear not.” God does more than just provide a command against 

fear.  In this short verse, God provides His people five promises that they can stand on in the face of fear.  

1. God is with His people  

The children of Israel felt abandoned and alone in exile.  Yet, even in exile God is reminding them, ‘I am 

with you.’  As a child of God you do not face fear alone.  God is with you.  

2. God is your God 

The phrase, “for I am your God” is covenant language reminding the reader of the Bible of earlier 

promises that God had made to His people when He choose them.  The choosing of God’s people, a term 

we call election, is not a doctrine given to argue about but one that is meant to give God’s people hope 

when they have no reason for any hope!  Consider other texts such as 1 Peter 1:1; 1 Peter 2:9, Genesis 

17:7, and Isaiah 41:8-9.  

3. God will strengthen you 

God will support and bear the weight of the burden that causes God’s people to fear.  Remember the 

power of the God who strengthens his people by looking at Isaiah 40:28.   

4. God will help you 

Fear has the power to make us feel insignificant.  God transforms the most inadequate of His people into 

an unstoppable force (Isaiah 41:14-16).  This work of transformation is done through the Redeemer 

(Isaiah 41:14). 

5. God will uphold you 

God is personal and near as you face your greatest fears.  God’s people do not have to fear because God 

will hold their hand (Isaiah 41:13).   

Questions for further reflection:  

1.  What other Scriptural promises have helped you through difficult times in your life?  

2.  When you are dismayed where do naturally first look for help?   

3.  Prayerfully consider Isaiah 40:28 and why we can be confident in Him when we face fear.      


