
Philippians 1:1-11 – THE POWER OF PARTNERSHIP - Guide for Further Study 
 

Some Key Points 
 
The first eleven verses break down into three sections: the opening greeting (vv 1-2); Paul’s 
thanks and encouragement to the Philippians (vv 3-8); and a closing prayer (vv 9-11).  
 
The middle section pivots on the Greek word “koinonia” (vv 5, 7). This is translated into many 
English words, but partnership is probably the strongest option, pointing in two directions: 
partnership with God, and partnership with others in the church. In this arrangement, human 
Christian partnership flows from partnership with God’s gospel (v 5) and grace (v 7). Simply put, 
God’s gospel and grace is the foundation – it allows us to partner with one another.  
 
Paul’s joy springs from a confidence that God will be faithful to finish the work He has begun in 
the people and community at Philippi (v 6). At the “day of Jesus Christ” – when the Kingdom of 
God is fully realized and revealed – the Philippians’ transformation will be complete and 
spectacular. God’s faithfulness prompts Paul to pray that the Philippians themselves continue 
to finish well, by growing in faith, knowledge/discernment, and justice or “right living” (vv 9-11).  
 
Paul’s overflowing joy, heart-concern, and longing for the Philippians is remarkable given the 
conditions from which he wrote. As a political prisoner in Rome, he was chained to a guard in a 
smelly, dirty prison, with meagre food. He would have been imprisoned for claiming that “Jesus 
is Lord” in a world where the Roman Emperor demanded to be worshiped as Lord and Saviour.  
 
For discussion: 
 

1. What do you find most meaningful in the passage?  
 

2. Paul speaks clearly about a dual partnership –partnership with God, and partnership 
with others in the body of Christ. Which of these two partnerships are you more easily 
drawn to? Which partnership do you find more difficult and why? 
 

3. Paul assures the Philippians that God will “finish” the work He is doing in their lives, and 
encourages them to finish well in their faith. Are you someone who is better at “starting 
well” or “finishing well”?  What is God calling you to “start” or “finish” these days? 
 

4. Paul challenges us to grow in love, knowledge/insight, and right living. Which of these 
areas do you consider yourself strong? To which do you need to give attention? 

 
Moving forward:  
 
Spend time reflecting on Paul’s prayer in verses 9-11. Re-work the prayer to apply to yourself, 
for others in your circle of friends or small group, and for our church at Bethany Chapel.  
 


