
Luke 11:37-53 – Guide for Further Study 

Hypocrisy Exposed 
Some Key Points 

Having kids has afforded me the opportunity to see, after they have washed a dish, how something can 

be clean on the outside, but not on the inside.  This is what Jesus saw in the hearts of the Pharisees – the 

prime group of interpreters and teachers of God’s law.  Seeing how they judged him for not 

ceremonially washing himself before a meal led Jesus to call this group out for their hypocrisy 

(saying/teaching one thing but doing the opposite). Some examples of what he challenged them on 

were: 

- How their hearts were full of wickedness and a desire for money, even though they tithed (vs. 39-

41) 

- How they focused on being perfect in their 10% giving but neglected justice and love (vs. 42) 

- How their lives were supposed to be about God, but pride and the desire for esteem was in their 

hearts (vs. 43) 

- How they condemned people instead of helping people follow God (vs. 46) 

- How they honored the prophets with their lips, but yet it was their kind who had them killed. (vs. 

47-51)  

- How they acted so smart but missed the point of it all and taught others to miss as well (vs. 52) 

The reality is that most of us are hypocritical in one way or another because we are still a sinful people 

who proclaim a perfect and holy God.  And there is forgiveness for this but there is also a call for us to 

recognize and repent of how we are being hypocritical and re-orient our lives around the character and 

cause of Jesus, our God.  

For Discussion: 

1. What do you find meaningful in this teaching?  What is troubling or disturbing? 

2. What are some ways you have witnessed or experienced hypocrisy in the church? 

3. What are some ways we can deal with our hypocrisy and become more authentic in our faith? 

4. What areas of your life is the Holy Spirit showing you that have hypocrisy in them? 

Moving Forward: 

The hardest spiritual task we can do is personal self-reflection and repentance.  We need humility to 

take our deceitful and wicked hearts (Jer. 17:9) to Jesus and ask him to change us.  May I suggest writing 

out in a journal some of the ways you are being hypocritical and then taking those to Jesus in prayer? A 

great discipline is to write out your prayers because then you can go back and see how God is answering 

them.   


