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FINDING YOUR FULLEST LIFE - The Gospel of John   
John 6:1-15 - Guide to Further Study 

 
Some Key Points 
 
The feeding of the 5000 is the only miracle of Jesus – other than the cross and resurrection - to 
appear in all four gospels. Jesus had departed to Galilee, a region more agricultural than 
southern Judea. The crowds catch wind of His whereabouts and gather around Him at a hillside. 
Jesus asks Philip, who was from nearby Bethsaida, where food might be found (v5). It is a test of 
faith, for Jesus already has plans (v6). Philip offers a gloomy calculation: eight months’ wages 
wouldn’t buy enough food (v7)! Andrew does little better, pointing to a boy’s small lunch of 
loaves and fish, but also states that this is insufficient for the crowds (vv8-9).   
 
Jesus takes the food, gives thanks (v11) and the miracle unfolds – not only are all filled, but 
there are twelve baskets of leftovers (v12), symbolizing the twelve tribes of Israel (when God’s 
people give to help those in need, their own needs will be met). The crowds conclude that Jesus 
is the prophet (v14), exceeding the miraculous acts of Elijah and Elisha (1 Kings 17:7-24, 2 Kings 
4:1-36) who each multiplied resources for people in need. They want Jesus to be their King, but 
He has another mission, and withdraws.  
 
There are countless applications for us from this miracle. Clearly Jesus wants His followers to 
care for those in need in our world today even as we pray “give us this day our daily bread.” It is 
not enough to save souls – we have to feed the hungry (read Jesus’ stern response to the 
disciples in Luke 9:12-13). We are called to give what we can – even if it is not much, our Lord 
will say “thank you” and use our offerings. We must have the faith of a child (the little boy) who 
offered his meal willingly, and curb our tendency to limit God by pessimistic calculations (as 
Philip and Andrew did). Finally, we must not follow Jesus lusting for miracles, but to recognize 
His full mission on our behalf. When we do so, we will find fullness of life.  
 
For Discussion and Prayer 
 
1. What strikes you as exciting or meaningful in this story of the feeding of the 5000? Why do 

you think it is found in all four gospels?  
 
2. What applications does this passage have for the Christian response to poverty and hunger 

in our city and our world today? What does it say about the importance of conservation? 
Why are Christians sometimes divided over these matters? 

 
3. Jesus was testing Philip and Andrew with what appeared to be an insurmountable need. 

With what large need are you being tested these days? What resources are you able to 
offer God, even if it seems very small?  What do you need to trust Jesus to do? 


