
Luke 15:11-32 
“What is God’s heart concerning you?”  

 
This parable is often referred to as the story of the Prodigal Son.  But, this parable is about three characters not 
just one; it is as much about the younger son as the elder son, and as much about these two sons as their father. 
 
The story of the father and his two sons comes stacked in a group of three parables in Luke 15.  Parable #1 is about 
the lost sheep that is found.  Parable #2 is about the woman who finds her lost coin.  Parable #3 is of the father 
and the two sons.  Notice the similarities in the parables; something is lost, the lost is found, and then there is a 
party with friends.   
 
The parable comes within the context of the religious leaders grumbling that Jesus “receives sinners and eats with 
them” (Luke 15:2).  Jesus draws the audience into the parable as it is apparent that the younger son is the tax 
collectors and sinners. The older son is the religious leaders. The father is a picture of God.   
 
The younger son perceived the father as holding him back from a life of creating his own identity and so he goes to 
a far off country (Luke 15:12-13).  Later the younger son perceives the father as a benevolent negotiator (Luke 
15:18-19).  Our perception of God affects the way we live.  
 
The father has a tender love for his son (Luke 15:20-24).  God is not interested in negotiating terms for the boy’s 
return.  All we see is the massive love of God for the undeserving.  Bring the best robe, ring, and shoes and let’s 
celebrate!  Here is Jesus’ mission at work to seek and rescue what is lost!   
 
The elder son is furious with the generosity given to the younger son.  Where is the justice?  He has served and 
‘slaved’ for the father.  He has obeyed everything.  Our obedience and service can be a barrier for us in receiving 
the love of the father.   
 
The father is only tender and loving with the older brother (Luke 15:28-32). This is a word for the religious leaders.  
God is also inviting them into the party.  Will they come in?  Will we come in?   
 
Discussion: 

1. What did you find surprising in this parable?   
2. How do you perceive God’s heart towards you?  Holding you back from living, a benevolent negotiator, or 

a father who gives favor if you keep all the rules?  Or something else?   
3. If we are honest with ourselves, are we okay with God’s reckless love for the undeserving?  Do you 

struggle when others who seem less deserving receive approval?   
 

Moving forward:  
Look at the display of God’s love in our great rescuer, Jesus Christ.  Jesus does not end his parable by saying, ‘go 
and do likewise.’ His main aim is to change your perception of God’s love for the undeserving.  God’s love is 
revealed to us in Jesus Christ.  The point of this parable is to change our perception of God.  Thomas Goodwin says, 
“We are apt to think that he, being so holy, is therefore of a severe and sour disposition against sinners, and not 
able to bear them…[Jesus says] ‘I am lowly’ also, willing to bestow my love and favor upon the poorest and the 
meanest.”  Take time to prayerfully reflect on God’s amazing love for you.   
 

 


