
SERMON STUDY NOTES – JANUARY 13, 2019 – JOHN PROCIUK 

FINDING YOUR FULLEST LIFE - The Gospel of John   
John 2:1-11 - Guide to Further Study 

 
Some Key Points 
 
The gospel of John is filled with “signs” or miracles performed by Jesus to reveal His glory. 
John’s intention was that through these signs people would believe that Jesus was the Messiah, 
and that in believing find life (John 20:31, John 10:10).  
 
The first sign recorded by John was at a wedding in Cana, where the hosts ran out of wine.  
When Jesus’ mother told Him the problem, Jesus responded respectfully, but also distanced 
Himself from her. He said that He would “take care of it,” and she submitted to him (v 5). 
 
As in all the signs of Jesus, we find a simple, surface meaning, and layers of deeper meaning. 
What is obvious is that Jesus rescues a bride and groom from the public shame of not having 
enough wine. At a deeper level, the abundance of great wine reflected God’s promised blessing 
upon His people (Isaiah 55:1-2, Amos 9:11-15). Another meaning is that this first sign happens 
at a wedding banquet, the metaphor Jesus would later use to describe the Kingdom of God 
(Matthew 22:2-14) which will stretch into eternity (Revelation 19:9).  
 
More meaning can be derived from the six water pots – used for Jewish ceremonial washing –
filled with new wine. For Hebrews, the number six reflected incompleteness, and the number 
seven reflected perfection. Rather than adding a seventh pot to get the “perfect” number, Jesus 
used what was imperfect to deliver a miracle – a powerful indicator of how His grace is 
sufficient, even in our human weakness. And by filling the pots used for ritual cleaning of the 
outer body, Jesus showed that what was inside was more important.   
 
The passage ends with the disciples “believing” in Him (v 11) as the glorious Messiah and source 
of life. Unfortunately many would stop believing when things got tough (John 6:66-69). 
 
For Discussion and Prayer 
 
1. What strikes you as exciting about this miracle at Cana? How does it challenge you? 
 
2. What application does the miracle of water-to-wine have for our church life today? 
 
3. There is a spectrum of “belief” that we can have regarding Jesus. We can say: 

• I believe perfectly, no doubts  
• I believe some things, not everything  
• I don’t believe in Jesus but I want to 
• I do not believe  
 

Where do you locate yourself on this spectrum? Take some time to pray honestly. 


