
Luke 6:20-38 Guide for Further Study 
The Upside Down Kingdom 

 

Some Key Points 

This passage is Luke’s version of the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7) but in a much shorter form 
and with some key differences.  Both versions talked about blessings (Matthew 5:3-10, Luke 6:20-22) 
but Luke’s version includes an opposite in the form of some matching woes (Luke 6:24-26).  These form 
a challenge to us of how we react to negative situations we find ourselves in and how sometimes when 
things are really good is when we are farthest from God. 

While the first half deals with how we react to negative situations, in the second half (Luke 6:27-38) 
Jesus challenges our notions of how we respond to negative people.  While our instinct is to often react 
viscerally to when people perpetuate injustice to us, Jesus calls us to a higher form of living: loving our 
enemies.  Humanly speaking, this seems impossible but we have in Jesus, not only teaching about it, we 
have his great example of how he loved his enemies (us) by dying on the cross to give them eternal life.  

These blessings and warnings are there to help us live out this radical, upside down kingdom life we call 
Christianity.  They are counter-intuitive and definitely counter-cultural. If we as followers of Jesus would 
take his words to heart and fully live them out, I wonder if the world might see us differently, and 
perhaps, want to join us.  

For Discussion: 

1. What do you find meaningful or surprising in this teaching?  Is there anything troubling or 
disturbing? 

2. Jesus invites us to react to pain and hardship in light of our future hope in Christ.  How has our 
future hope in Christ helped you through a painful or challenging time?  What are some 
instances where you can look back and see what God did in you during those times? 

3. Persecution – being attacked for our faith – can happen to any of us who believe in Jesus?  What 
are some practical, God-honoring ways you can (or will) respond to someone when you feel they 
are attacking you on the basis of your faith? 

4. We all have enemies in some degree – from the bad driver who cut you off to the family 
members who try to manipulate you.  Prayerfully identify who these people are. What should 
your response be to these people?  What will you practically do to live it out? 

Moving Forward: 

Write down or share about some negative situations or people in your life and as an individual or as a 
group, pray that God helps you to have a “kingdom reaction” instead of “worldly reaction” to them.  


