
Luke 4:16-30 Guide for Further Study 
Who is this Man? 

 
Some Key Points 
 
The passage describes the first day of Jesus’ public ministry, when he introduced himself as the 
Messiah to his hometown congregation in Nazareth. 
 
The reading of Isaiah 61:1 (in Luke 4:18) underscored that Jesus’ earthly ministry would focus 
on taking God’s love out into the world (compare John 3:16-17).  
 
Jesus’ primary concern would be to bring good news for the poor, oppressed, blind, and 
captives – terms that can equally apply to people’s physical, relational and social conditions 
(compare Luke 5:31). 
 
The Nazareth congregation were both pleased and puzzled with Jesus’ declaration that he was 
the Messiah (Luke 4:22). What got them furious was when he said he would follow the way of 
Elijah and Elisha in caring for people outside the faith community of Israel (Luke 4:23-28). 
 
The congregation attempted to kill Jesus because they judged him to be a false Messiah. They 
were certain the true Messiah would meet their expectations and care for their needs. 
 
A challenge for every church today is similar to that of the Nazareth congregation – we must be 
careful to not think of Jesus as our personal “possession”. Jesus has come to love the world and 
the people of the world. He is also working out in the world, and we must meet him there and 
share his love if we are truly following him.  
 
For discussion: 
 

1. What do you find meaningful or surprising in this teaching? Is there anything troubling 
or disturbing? 

2. What would be some unhealthy symptoms of a church today that is like the Nazareth 
congregation? 

3. What are some inspiring examples of churches today that are making a difference in the 
lives of people who are poor, blind, oppressed and captive? 

4. Jesus ministry was risky, and he invited criticism. What are some risks that we Christians 
need to be willing to make in showing God’s radical love for people who are hurting in 
our world? 

 
Moving forward:  
 
Spend some time in prayer thanking Jesus for the kind of Messiah that he was and still is. Think 
of someone outside the church that you might reach out to in a fresh way in the near future. 
Ask him to give you courage and creativity in taking the next step. 


