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This morning the Elders of Bethany Chapel are introducing a new vision for our church:  
 

OPENING DOORS TO GOD’S TRUTH AND LOVE 
 
The journey to this vision has taken a full year. It began with our leaders carefully and 
prayerfully considering where Bethany Chapel finds itself on a typical church life-cycle. This was 
discussed by Elders, Deacons, Pastoral staff, and at our congregational conversations. Our 
honest assessment pointed to the need to refresh Bethany Chapel’s vision.  
 
At our Bethany 2023 vision weekend in May, we opened ourselves to God’s leading for vision, 
and 131 people gathered to share their hopes. The findings provided strong themes: we dream 
of a church known for following and reflecting Jesus Christ and loving and caring for people – 
both believers and non-believers. There was strong desire for authentic relationships. The core 
values that emerged as most important were: acceptance and encouragement.  
 
The Elders prayerfully listened to the voice of the congregation. They imagined a number of 
vision statements, eventually narrowing them until they agreed on: 

OPENING DOORS TO GOD’S TRUTH AND LOVE 
 
“God’s truth and love” is found in Ephesians 4, where Paul encourages the church to maturity 
and Christlikeness: speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow into Him who is the 
Head, even Christ.  
 
“Opening doors” is an image of a church that strives for a gracious and generous maturity in 
three directions. Each reflects what God has done – and will do – through His followers.  
 
God so loved the world that He sent His son– we are called to go OUT through our church doors 
and into the world, speaking and living the truth and love of God (John 3:16, 20:21).  
 
God opened the door into His presence when Jesus died, tearing down the barrier into the Holy 
of Holies. We are called to open church doors to invite people IN to God’s presence, through 
Jesus Christ, the doorway to full life (Mark 15:23; John 10:7-10; Revelation 3:20). 
 
Jesus broke down dividing walls and invisible barriers WITHIN church. We are called to open 
doors to grow in unity and love for one another (Ephesians 2:13-22; John 17:20-23). 
 

***************** 
A vision is a springboard to action, a guide to ministry planning. It must be welcomed, 
discussed, and implemented. Our work is only beginning. In the days to come, we will gather as 
a congregation to discuss possibilities and pray for God’s guidance. To God be the glory! 


