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Exciting Expansion News

1.  Last Sunday January 21, Wat was in Bangkok speaking at 
Zion Church, the home church of Yo.  Two Katang believers 
made their way to Bangkok and spoke at Zion Church about 
the Katang New Testament dedication.  

2.  After speaking at Zion Church in Bangkok, Wat went to 
a second Bangkok Church.  Wycliffe Thailand has accepted 
a new member, Maria.  So Wat met with her home church 
pastor and elders.  Maria’s church is enthusiastic about Maria 
joining Wycliffe Thailand and has promised to provide support.  
The next step is for Wycliffe Thailand to prepare the figures 
for Maria’s required support, and send that to Maria’s church.  
The church will determine how much they can provide.  As 
for any faith supported worker, Maria will then have to raise 
the balance.

3.  Maria has an architectural background.  So her first 
assignment is to be the foreman(forewoman) of the planned 
construction of the clay houses ( new administrative office 
for Wycliffe Thailand). Thank God for Maria (and her giftings) 
joining at this time.

4.  Wycliffe Thailand has just accepted a new salaried worker 
from the southern part of Thailand.  Her name is Saifone.  She 
will spend the next six months in Chiang Mai learning Wycliffe 
Thai ministry (how to handle work permit applications, visas, 
Wycliffe camps, discovery programs, church mobilization). She 
will be the office manager for the new office being planned 
for Song Kla province, in the district of Hat Yai (meaning Large 
Beach).  This district has been plagued by terrorist attacks.  
There are at least  three people groups without the scrip-
tures.  Two of these are known as sea gypsy peoples, and the 
other is a mountain dwelling group, a Mon Khmer people 
group with black curly hair and black complexion.  There has 
been some work done with the initial Story method.  But 
much more needs to be done.  This is both a praise and 
prayer point—praise for the opening of some M. background 
people groups and prayer because this is the most dangerous 
area of the country.  

5.  Blessing Church continues to grow. Praise God for Pastor 
Kim and his wife Fern, who have joined Wat and Jimmie.  
Pastor Kim will be speaking next Sunday.   Pastor Kim and 
his wife rejoice in the birth of Annah who was born three 

months premature.  Pray for this baby to survive and for Fern 
to heal from the Caesarian birth.  Annah has an older sister, 
Mannah.  

Northern Thai Language New Testament Dedication.

6.  Feb. 2, has been set aside for the dedication of the North-
ern Thai New Testament.  The day will start with an exhibition 
of the work, followed by a thanksgiving service, lunch and then 
a cultural celebration.  Preston will be representing Bethany 
Chapel at this celebration.

7.  Feb 4, Wat will be speaking at Saro’s sending church, Brigh-
ton Community church.  Pray for Wat as he casts vision for 
ending Bible poverty.

February Bible Seminar—Feb 5 to 9 Jesus in the Old Testament

8.  Preston has been asked to teach at this seminar on 
how to interpret the symbolism in the Old Testament that 
relates to Jesus Christ.  He will be joined by a Thai pastor, 
a member of Wycliffe Thai Foundation Board who will be 
teaching on Jesus as my atonement (an Old Testament 
concept).  Pray for the 17 Bible translators who are the au-
dience that they will grow in their ability to translate who 
Jesus Christ is from the Old Testament.  Pray for Preston 
and the Thai pastor doing the teaching.

Opel and Nat and Jimmie

9. The Far East University in Chiang Mai has announced 
that it will be offering a Masters degree in Educational 
Management.  This provides the educational certification 
for becoming a principal or manager of a school.  Nat, the 
wife of Opel, has been encouraged to take this program.  
Since Opel and Nat believe that God is leading them to 
serve in a restricted country, this would help them enter 
and stay in such a country.  Praise God that Nat has re-
ceived a scholarship for this study program.

10.  Wat and Jimmie feel that Jimmie should also enter this 
study program.  Why?  Jimmie is already a trained school ad-
ministrator. Having this certification would enable Wycliffe Thai 
Foundation to train and equip those in a minority language 
group to conduct literacy and basic education for children 
using their mother tongue.  Pray that Jimmie will also qualify 
for a scholarship for this program.  The university will conduct 
classes on Saturdays and Sundays—a challenge for Jimmie.

Bethany and Thai ESL Learners.

11.  Wat is thinking of beginning an electronic LINE group (LINE is 
the Thai version of What’s App). Bethany members and Thai English 
learners would be invited to join the LINE group.


