
Sermon Study Notes - May 13, 2018 - John Prociuk 
 

2 Timothy 1:1-5 – PEOPLE OF INFLUENCE - Guide for Further Study 
HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY! 

 
Some Key Points 
 
Paul begins his second letter to Timothy with a wonderful greeting to affirm Timothy’s faith, 
and the godly influence of his mother Eunice and grandmother Lois. The key word to describe 
their faith is “sincere” (v5).  The Greek word anhupokrites literally means “against hypocrisy”. 
 
To call someone (especially a Christian) a hypocrite is a harsh indictment – we use it to describe 
people who pretend to be someone they are not, who “fake it in order to make it”.  In the 
ancient world it was a description of stage actors who wore masks in order to play a character. 
The mask would hide the real person. It made for great acting, but rotten spirituality. 
 
Jesus was angered by hypocrisy, especially when displayed by spiritual leaders. His terrifying 
criticism of leaders in Matthew 23 exposes those (not all) who were show-offs and bullies. He 
describes them as whitewashed tombs, looking clean on the outside, but dead inside.  
 
Mother Eunice’s sincerity was especially noteworthy given her marital situation. In Acts 16:1-3 
we learn that her husband (Timothy’s father) was a “Greek”. This was a nice way of saying he 
was neither a Jew nor a Christian. Eunice’s marriage was not a picture-perfect Christian one. Yet 
she was able to maintain her faith in a manner that deeply influenced her son.  
 
Paul refers to Timothy as “my dear (or beloved) son.” Paul stepped into the gap in Timothy’s life 
to be a spiritual father who nurtured the young man’s faith and encouraged him in ministry. 
Paul chose to be a spiritual person of influence in a difficult situation. 
 
For discussion: 
 

1. What do you find inspiring or meaningful in the passage?  
2. Think of someone – such as a mentor or parent - who has influenced you spiritually. 

What character or spiritual qualities did they display? How have you thanked them? 
3. Hypocrisy in mild forms is a constant temptation for Christians– often we “fake it” in 

order to cover our insecurities or to be accepted and belong. What are some ways that 
you have been tempted to be insincere and why? 

4. What are some forms of church hypocrisy that trouble you? What is the solution?   
 
Moving forward:  
 
Take time to identify a person or people in your life who may benefit from your positive 
spiritual influence. Discuss and pray about how you might be an encouragement to them in 
your words and actions. 
 


