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Vision for Bethany Chapel Worship Ministry 
 
 
The importance of articulating a vision for worship at Bethany Chapel 
 
Worship is a fundamental aspect of our personal and corporate relationship to God.  According to the 
Westminster Confession, the purpose of our lives is “To glorify God, and enjoy Him forever”.  However, 
contemporary church life and societal and ecclesiastical trends frequently expose variation in how this greater 
goal is realized.  In the “how” as well as the “why”, our goal is to honour God through our unity and clarity of 
purpose. 
 
 
An overview of biblical worship 
 
Worship is the act of drawing closer to God made possible through the finished work of Jesus Christ for us on 
the cross, and resulting from His subsequent resurrection from the dead.  He is the only one worthy of worship 
and reverence (Rev. 5:9-14).  This means that our chief goal is to better know God so that we can better love 
Him, praise Him, and obey Him (Eph. 1:15-23). 
 
As a result, worship is not meant to serve our preferences, prejudices, or pleasures, but is an opportunity for 
unity, humility and service to others (Eph. 4:1-6) and to God.  We are active participants in the worship process, 
but not its object (Hebrews 3:1).  Our preferences fundamentally come second to the greater goals of worship. 
 
The primary goal of worship is to bring glory and pleasure to God.  The Bible teaches that one reason we were 
created was for worship (Eph. 1:4, 12; Rev. 4:11).  We bring glory to God in worship by exalting His character: 
holiness, righteousness, power, love, grace, and willingness to save, etc..  We bring pleasure to God in worship 
by focusing on Him (Psalm 34:1). 
 
Worship is an attitude, a heart choice and a work of the Holy Spirit.  We choose an attitude of surrender 
(Romans 12:1-2), practice confession of our sins (Romans 10:9), and express gratitude as we see the incredible 
goodness that God has shown to provide for us and the infinite restraint shown to graciously forgive.  We 
choose an attitude of humility as we acknowledge we are sinners saved by grace (Eph. 2:8-9) and sustained only 
by God's hand (Psalm 55:22).  The Spirit assists us in worship.  He helps worshippers to pray (Romans 8:26), He 
convicts worshippers of sin (John 16:8-9), and He directs worshippers’ thoughts toward God (Gal. 5:16-18, 22-
25). 
 
True worship arises both out of a life transformed by Christ and a life conformed to Christ.  A person who has 
been transformed by a personal, saving relationship with Jesus Christ will worship God because they have been 
regenerated (the restoration of the image of God in them - Romans 6:5-11), redeemed (freedom from sin 
through the blood of Christ - 1 Peter 1:13-19), and reconciled (restoration of right relationship with God - 2 Cor. 
5:17-21). 
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This biblical understanding will affect our worship at Bethany Chapel in the following ways: 

 
God-Centered- Worship is God-centered because God is God-centered (Ephesians 1:5; Isaiah 48:9-11; Psalm 
25:11).  Such worship exalts God as king and edifies all who humble themselves before Him with true and 
everlasting joy (Psalm 16:11).   
 
Biblical- The whole Bible and the Gospel message will be at the core our entire worship service and will form and 
inform all aspects of this experience.  Expository preaching of the Word of God will expose the texts in their 
original contexts with fitting applications for modern listeners.  It will be accessible (not searching for novelty or 
depth that only a select few listeners can understand) and applicable (not only understood but also 
appropriately applied to the thinking, feeling, motive and behavior of the listeners). 
 
Prayerful and reflective- A heart becomes prepared to worship by being prayerfully prepared, offering our 
attitudes, experiences, and emotions to God.  We will value the creation of sufficient space for this prayer and 
reflection as part of the corporate worship experience.   
 
Evangelistic- We are committed to being and making disciples for Christ.  Therefore the key elements of 
evangelism will be present in our worship – the gospel, the mission of helping each other become more like 
Christ, and ministry to each other than exalts Jesus.  These elements should be accessible and tangible to all 
those who are in the life-long process of becoming disciples, and equipping believers to take the gospel outside 
the walls of the church. 
 
Allowing Full Emotional Expression – from Joy to Lament- The Psalms say over and over again, "Shout for joy to 
the Lord, all the Earth."  It is essential that our worship be joyful and we seek to be filled with joy.  This may take 
the form of boisterous celebration or quite affirmation, both of which recognize the emotional response that 
can accompany the true experience of joy.   And there must be appropriate space given to personal and 
communal lament over tragedy, loss and contrition over sin (personal lament – Psalms 13, 35, 86 and book of 
Lamentations; and communal lament – Psalms 79, 88, 137). 
 
Missional- Missional worship (especially corporate worship) says that everything is done in a language, method, 
and cultural setting that is understandable, meaningful, and enjoyable to those whom we are both trying to 
reach for Christ and grow in Christ (Romans 10:14).  To achieve this, we explicitly affirm our commitment to 
minister to multiple generations (Psalm 145:4-7 and cultures and religious backgrounds.   
 
Excellent- (Col. 3:16-17) Excellence in worship does not mean expecting perfection.  It does not mean that 
everything must be scripted, sterile, and removed from the active presence of the Holy Spirit.  It does not mean 
that the purpose is creating an entertaining show.  Excellence in worship does mean is that it is always 
prayerfully planned, well-rehearsed, and draws on the God-given skills of the worship team and of the 
congregation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Bethany Chapel of Calgary 
(Sept 2016) 

3 |  P a g e

 

 
We will know we have been successful when we can answer affirmative to the following questions: 
 

1. Was the name of Jesus spoken and glorified, and was the gospel predominant in our songs, readings, 
reflections, and teaching? 

2. Was there sufficient focus on the attributes and characteristics of God to prompt and focus our intellect, 
thoughts, and emotions in a Godly direction? 

3. Was there sufficient space and time given for a personal and meaningful response to the worship 
message?  Was there an opportunity for appropriate emotional expression? 

4. Was the worship experience accessible to those we are trying to reach for Christ or who are new in their 
journey with Christ? 

5. Did we create an environment where distractions were minimized, the focus was not on the leaders, 
and the preparation and flow was sufficient to allow the worshipers to concentrate on God as the sole 
true person of worship? 

6. Did we provide a sensitive blend of the familiar and the new, the traditional and contemporary; the 
celebrative and reflective? 

 

What might a Sunday look like at Bethany? 

 People are invited to enter into worship as they examine their hearts before God seeking his presence 
and forgiveness and longing to enter into his presence and receive whatever the Spirit will want to say 
on this day. 

 There will be times of individual, corporate and prayer with others that moves our hearts to focus and 
depend on God. 

 We will sing music that is biblically supported, Christ exalting, Holy Spirit led, engaging to our 
congregation.  Through singing, people will be invited to enter more deeply into an intimate relationship 
with God.  Occasionally, a worship event may include music performed by individuals, an ensemble or a 
choir. 

 We will worship God through the giving of our tithes and offerings as we acknowledge our dependence 
on Him. 

 We will try to bring stories of changed lives to the platform to illustrate how God is working in the 
Bethany family. 

 We will practice the ordinances of the church – child dedication, believer’s baptism and communion. 

 We will be taught from the scriptures each week as the spirit leads our Pastors by encouraging: a deeper 
biblical understanding, personal transformation and practical involvement in what God is doing here and 
abroad. 

 All church family members are expected to show respect for one another, exhibit the fruit of the Spirit 
and demonstrate love and concern for the visitor, the lost and those struggling in their faith.  Through 
the grace and empowering of Jesus, love must abound among us in a world that is losing hope. 


