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LEAD PASTOR

Dr. Paul Brushaber

Dear Bethany family,

Another year has past, and God has been good. By every objective standard, we
had a great 2025. Our collective efforts, combined with God's power and
goodness, moved Bethany forward in every conceivable way. Our mission
statement - "Opening Doors to God's Truth and Love" - is being fulfilled with
increased consistency and measure. Our weekend attendance grew over 4% to
over 497 (Fall 2025 compared to Fall 2024). Bethany weekend attendance has
grown 65% over the last three years, so the slower growth was a little surprising.
We continue to add new people and believe that our growth will continue, but is
somewhat dependent upon the expansion of our connecting opportunities
along the way.

Ministries grew as they assimilated our growing congregation, connecting
hundreds of people to each other and to God and His Word. We hit our offering
target as well, giving us the confidence to make key decisions in 2026 and
beyond as it pertains to expanding ministries, adding to our missions support,
compensating our staff, and renovating our facilities for future and greater
effectiveness.

The following is a compilation of the many ways in which we are together
fulfilling our mission and values. It is not complete as there are so many ways in
which Bethany people are making a difference outside of the walls of the church
as well as within its walls. But this is a short walk through 2025 just to remind us
all of that has been done and where we are on the journey of creating a church
that Jesus can be pleased with.
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ELDERS REPORT

Aaron Mackie, Chair

2025 was another exciting and encouraging year in the life of Bethany Chapel.

The Elders and Deacons continued to enjoy strong, collaborative work together,
beginning the year with thoughtful discussions around planned renovations to
be completed in stages. Because of the faithful generosity of the congregation
and careful stewardship of funds, we were able to budget for a full renovation
project without taking on any debt or raising additional funds.

Over the course of the year, the Elders also worked to establish the terms for a
new Pastor of Ministries position. This role was created to help oversee the
ministries of the church, with particular focus on men’s groups, seniors, missions,
and connecting groups. While we received many excellent applications, one
stood out from within the Bethany family. Jay Somers accepted the role of Pastor
of Ministries, and we have been truly grateful for his leadership and the gifts he
brings to this position.

We have been encouraged to see growth at Bethany, not only in numbers, but
more importantly in depth of engagement. As we continue to welcome new
people, participation has increased across youth ministries, Awana, Bible studies,
and various connecting groups.

The Elders, alongside the Deacons, have continued ongoing work to organize
and streamline church policies. Elder-Deacon collaboration is at an all-time high,
and we are deeply thankful to serve alongside such a capable, committed, and
diligent group of Deacons.

As the year came to a close, the Elders welcomed a new member, Ryan Brown,
and also bid farewell to Matthew Uponi, who faithfully and selflessly served on
the Elder board for nine years. With Jay Somers’ transition into the Pastor of
Ministries role, he also stepped down from the Elder board.

We continue to be amazed by the tangible ways God is at work at Bethany and
look forward with anticipation to the year ahead.

Aaron Mackie
On behalf of the Elders
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DEAGONS REPORT

Andrew McCausland, Chair

2025 saw meaningful progress and improvements at Bethany Chapel.

The renovation project moved forward substantially this year, with the CE Wing
now essentially complete. This represents the first major phase of our multi-year
plan, and we are thankful to see it finished. The next two phases include the
offices - which will be underway soon - followed by the younger Bethany Kids
areas. While the project remains on budget, the schedule has slipped slightly due
to labour availability. We anticipate 2026 will bring more extensive work as we
continue through the remaining phases.

Financially, the church remains in a strong position. We have been blessed with
an abundance of contributions over the past year, which has allowed us to fund
these renovations without debt and to maintain healthy reserves. In addition, we
were able to fund other improvements including replacing the grand piano.

Collaboration between the elders and deacons continues to thrive with quarterly
joint meetings. The working relationship between the two boards has never been
stronger. Policy work continues to progress, and there remains more to do in the
year ahead.

We are grateful for our dedicated staff and volunteers, whose efforts keep the
church running smoothly and make these initiatives possible. Their service is
essential to everything we do.

It has been a privilege to serve on the deacon board these past five years, and |
am grateful for the opportunity. The church is in a strong position, and God
continues to bless our ministry.

Andrew J. McCausland
On behalf of the Deacons
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Staff

BIBLIGAL TRUTH
Report

We believe that the Bible is There are lots of great organizations that want to
the only source of truth that make a difference in the world, but churches must
can help us to live the lives for look both at the needs of the world today and into
which we were created. eternity as well. There is no true lasting help for
people that does not take into consideration their
spiritual lives and destinies. To be faithful to that
end, we continue to build on Bethany's rich history
of commitment to truth in a church world and
broader culture that keep drifting away from
absolutes.

In 2025, we focused on the series - HIStory..Lessons from the Old Testament; Lamb of God,
(Easter); Pure Sex; and Emmanuel: God With Us, (Christmas). The Bible was also taught
throughout Sunday School, AWANA, and all of the Connecting Groups, from youth and
young adults, to seniors and every age in between.

In 2026, we are excited about Bethany's renewed focus on reading the Bible, as well as our
church’s effort to involve as many as possible in that effort. God's Word is essential for
change and we are living in some form of a “post-Bible Christianity,” a new term to many of
us, but an apt description of much of the modern church.
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Staft
Report

We believe that changing our Cultural relevance is not a program or a ministry;
methods without compromising rather, it is a way of thinking and behaving. In the
our message is essential as we business world, the equivalent concept would be
bring timeless truths to each "best practices." Churches aren't always great at
new generation. current best practices because we have a timeless
belief system which tends to make us feel like
change is bad or unnecessary. However, the
manner in which we reach and connect people
does change over time based on a changing world
and culture. Methods change. Beliefs don't.

Relevance permeates everything. It's why we sing contemporary music and have a worship
band instead of an organ and choir. It's why we began renovating the building six years
ago and continued in 2025, with plans for much more in 2026 and beyond. It's why we end
the sermon with applications. It's why our kids have a pool table in the youth room and
why they play dodgeball after church. It's why we serve good coffee. Relevance is about
creating a relatable culture and giving people an experience that they want to be a part of.
Every ministry has some reflection of this cultural emphasis.

Continued facility renovations and upgrades are perhaps some of the most obvious
examples of our ongoing efforts to live out this value. We are now through the bathrooms,
Youth Room, Christian Education Wing, and Gym. We have plans in hand for the rest of the
facility, minus the sanctuary. 2026 will see the offices and early childhood wings flipped and
completed. This will put us well past the halfway point both financially and physically. These
changes are making our facilities a much more attractive option for all who enter and use
them.

We also upgraded pianos throughout the facility. A new sanctuary grand piano allowed a
subsequent upgrade to the Fireside Room. And a baby grand was added to the Fellowship
Room through an estate donation from Karen Mydland’s mother.

On a disappointing note, we did not receive the Community Facility Grant Enhancement
from the Alberta government. Glen worked very diligently on the proposal and we would
like to thank him for his efforts.
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LOVING GOMMUNITY
Report

There is a striking connection between social
connections and religious beliefs. It is much easier
to believe something if others believe it as well,
especially if those others are our close family and
friends. This has been proven in research and also
emphasized in the words of Jesus. He
commanded love for God and our neighbour. He
also stated that the latter is our greatest testimony
to the world around us.

We believe that loving and
grace-filled relationships fill our
need for connection and touch
the heart of a broken world.

Many of our church’s ministries are listed here

because there is a relational/social component

connected with the chance to learn and grow. In
other words, we learn and grow in community as well as in the sanctuary. The Sunday
sermon is delivered to a large audience, but a connecting group with 10-12 people in it
allows the loving community aspect to flourish. The following includes those connecting
groups in 2025.

Connecting Groups at Bethany

Every group at Bethany that meets regularly with the same individuals is considered a
connecting group. Whether its third grade Sunday School, a middle school boys' group,
young adults, a home group, or a women’'s group - they all serve both a spiritual and a
social/connecting function.

We are currently engaged in an analysis, or count of, all connecting groups and their
participants. Knowing the level of engagement will be a great help to determine our
effectiveness regarding the value of loving community.
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LOVING GOMMUNITY

Connecting Groups - Bethany Kids

Bethany Kids experienced another meaningful
year of ministry, made possible by the faithful
service of our volunteers and the enthusiastic
participation of our families. We are grateful for a
strong team of 37 adult volunteers and 29 youth
volunteers who serve once or twice each month, investing consistently in the spiritual
growth and care of our children.

Easter Weekend was a highlight last year. On Good Friday, children created
Resurrection Gardens using terracotta trays and mini plant pots, which received very
positive feedback from both parents and students. On Easter Sunday, we hosted four
grade-specific egg hunts to ensure every child could participate safely and successfully.
Our Grade 5-6 BLAST group completed a special scavenger hunt just minutes before the
deadline—an activity we plan to reuse on a rotating basis in future years.

Good Friday
Resurrection Gardens

BETHANY CHAPEL - BETHANYCHAPEL.COM




LOVING GOMMUNITY

Connecting Groups - Bethany Kids

Throughout the year, we created opportunities for
connection and fun for Grades 3-7 by hosting four
Dodgeball Tournaments. Attendance averaged 36
students, and we celebrated our Crade 6 Sunday
School grads in May with a special devotional
VBS presentation.

Dodgeball

Summer ministry was especially fruitful. Vacation Bible School (VBS) welcomed 66
children and 20 volunteers for a week filled with Bible teaching, Scripture memory,
worship, games, science activities, and snacks.

Drama Camp also had a strong year with 23 students, and it was encouraging to
see two Grade 7 students—former campers—return to serve as volunteers.

Creating Props for Drama Camp
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LOVING GOMMUNITY

Connecting Groups - Bethany Kids

Our Fall Kickoff was a joyful start to the ministry
year, featuring a petting zoo, face painting, and
bouncy castles that helped families reconnect and
welcome newcomers.

The year concluded with our Christmas Play, which brought together children from
preschool through upper elementary. With 57 speaking roles, every child who wanted
to participate had the opportunity to do so. It was a wonderful experience for children
to grow in confidence as they practiced performing on stage and using microphones.
Each participant was celebrated with a small gift of treats, stickers, and toys.

We thank God for the growth, enthusiasm, and faithful service seen throughout

Bethany Kids this year, and we look forward to continuing to partner with families as
we help children know and follow Jesus.
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Staff
Report

Awana continues to be a vibrant and impactful
connecting group, meeting on Friday nights and

serving children ages 3-12. The program facilitates
faith formation and discipleship through engaging
activities such as games, songs, activities, and
Bible verse memorization. This season, we enjoyed

another strong enrollment, with over 150 children
and volunteers participating throughout the year.

Our Friday Awana nights provide a welcoming and structured environment for children
to grow in their faith while also providing a time for parents to connect and build
relationships during the family time after program.

Following several years of faithful service, Teja Dyck stepped down from leading Tot Time
in June, 2025. We are grateful for her dedication and the care she showed to the
youngest members of our Bethany family.

We are thankful that Irene Moses stepped into the leadership role of this group in
September, and the ministry was relaunched as Faith Tots. Irene has been guiding the
children through the creation account and other stories from Genesis, using engaging
flannelgraph storytelling. Each week also includes a devotional and discussion time for

moms, while the children enjoy supervised gym time, creating a meaningful space for
both spiritual growth and commmunity.
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